
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Principal’s report 

Principal position 

It was with pleasure that last week I accepted the offer of 
the permanent Principal position at Armidale High 
School. As many of you would be aware, I have been 
relieving in the position for almost two years now and 
during that time I have worked with the school 
community on a number of key initiatives and strategic 
directions. The recent announcement ensures that 
Armidale High School will remain on track with its 
commitment to continuous improvement. 

My focus for the school has not deviated from a strong 
personal commitment to placing students and their 
learning at the centre of the school. I want students to 
want to come to school every day and I will be focussing 
on developing strong systems and practices which will 
provide the preconditions for engaging students. There is 
a strong culture of collaboration at Armidale High School 
and one where each teacher believes that they have the 
ability to promote positive change for all students. I feel 
very privileged to work with such a supportive and 
professional team at Armidale High School and I look 
forward to a long and productive association with the 
entire school community. 

Autumn Festival 

It was not a perfect day for the recent Armidale Autumn 
Festival celebrations but it was pleasing to see so many 
students and staff walking together behind the Armidale 
Community of Schools banner. Delegates from Armidale 
High School marched with pride alongside their fellow 
public school students. There was so much positive 
encouragement from the audience which was very well 
received by students and staff alike. A big thank you to 
staff and students who marched as part of the parade this 
year. 

 

 

Term two 

Students will return to school on Wednesday 26 April. 
Monday 24 April will be a staff development day and 
Tuesday will be a public holiday for Anzac Day.  

Term two is a notoriously cold term so I would ask that 
families take the time during the holidays to locate or 
acquire the correct winter uniform items. Jeans and black 
leggings are NOT part of 
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the Armidale High School uniform and students are 
reminded regularly about this. If you require any 
clarification of the correct uniform items please do not 
hesitate to contact the school. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Easter and look forward to 
seeing everyone refreshed and ready to learn in Term 
two. 

Carolyn Lasker 
Principal 
 

 

Message from the Director, Public Schools 
NSW, Northern Tablelands 

 

Library News 

The start to the new year has been quite busy in our 
school library.  

The Premiers Reading Challenge has commenced, with 
approximately 50 students electing to participate! If you 
are one of these students, please remember to update 
your student reading record regularly. This can count 
towards gold and silver awards so if you are in Years 7-9 
and are interested in participating, it is not too late. See 
the library staff for more information. 

The library has had a number of donations from staff of 
board games for students to enjoy during lunch times. 
These have been quite popular with a few stand out 
favourites being Pictionary, Chess and Connect 4.  

 

The library is taking entries in the Harmony Day Song 
writing and Poster competitions. Entries are due to the 
library by the 31st of March. There are some great prizes 
to be won so don’t miss out. 

New print resources added to our Library this month 
include Harry Potter and the Cursed Child by J.K Rowling, 
Paper Towns and Looking for Alaska by John Green and 
the Geek Girl series by Holly Smale.  

Do not forget we also have access to over 1200 ebooks 
through our Wheelers Eplatform. Go to 
armidalehigh.wheelers.co and use your DEC user name 
and password to access these resources. You can also 
download the Wheelers eplatform app on your Apple or 
Android device to enjoy easier access. There have been 
over 50 new ebooks added this term alone! 
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Sport Change for 2017 

Armidale High School trialled a new sport time for 
students in Term 1. Sport was changed from Periods 5&6 
to Periods 3&4. This change was approved in order to see 
if the number of students participating regularly would 
increase. It is also a time when the weather conditions are 
slightly cooler during the hotter days.  

Our sports organisers and executive staff have reviewed 
the change and have made a decision to revert sport back 
to periods 5&6 on a Wednesday afternoon.  

 

Our data collection has suggested that the afternoon 
session for sport is a more popular choice among 
students and staff. This will mean the school day will 
finish at 3.10 for students who do not catch a bus as was 
the case previously. 

I would like to remind students and parents that 
attendance at sport is a mandatory requirement set 
down by the NSW Department of Education. Students 
who have a record of non-attendance at sport will be 

asked to explain their absences in accordance with the 
current Attendance Policy for DEC schools. 

 

Sport time is a great opportunity to develop physical and 
social skills in a setting of choice. There are also many 
options available at school if the cost of weekly sport at 
other venues is an issue. A supervised non-sport group is 
available for students who may be sick or injured on a 
particular week. Students should not attend non-sport on 
a regular basis. 

The sports organisers are very willing to assist students to 
engage in a sport of choice throughout each term.  

Mr Mal Gaukroger 
Head Teacher PDHPE/Sport 
 
 

English / Drama 

Stage 3 and 4 Students of English have been participating 

in the 200-Word Writing challenge this term. Teachers 

have been very 

encouraged by the 

results so far. Many 

students are 

composing sustained 

responses on a variety 

of topics with 

increasing confidence, 

and taking pleasure in 

their compositions.  
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This week Students from Year 8 GI had fun and built 

paragraphing skills as they wrote their vampire stories 

using two perspectives. 

Greg Bugden 
Head Teacher English/Drama 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

HSC Creative Writing Workshop 

8 Advanced English students attended an excellent 
creative writing workshop run by the Sydney Story 
factory. The workshop was tailored specifically to 
students to help them develop rich stories about 
discovery for the creative writing component of the HSC 
exam. The students in attendance gained a lot from the 
expertise of Richard Short, who took them through 
workshops on stimulating ideas, character development 
and plot. 

Rebecca Partridge 

Ashwin Subedi 

 
Emily Ferguson-Locke, Adam Herden and Francesca 
Branagan 
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Tamara Kermode and Subhanu Abbaraju 

 

 
Emily Dobos and Georgie Cooper 

Science 

Highlands Science and Engineering Challenge 2017 

17 students from 9CR immersed themselves in a day of 
engineering challenges at Lazenby Hall at the University 
of New England on Wednesday 8th March. These 
students were outstanding ambassadors for our school 
engaging in the activities in a true spirit of collaboration 
and team work. Some of the challenges included building 
and testing catapults, lighting up model cities the most 
economical and efficient way possible, using fibre-optics 
to send and decode messages, constructing bionic hands, 
building and testing earthquake proof towers and 
building balsawood and masking tape bridges that could 
support several kilograms in weight. 

 

 

 

These days are wonderful opportunities for students to 
work together in teams, to try their skills at a variety of 
authentic challenges and to explore some of the real 
factors that need to be 
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considered in the world of engineering. This is one of the 
activities that appears annually on our calendar and one 
that will continue to be actively supported by the Science 
faculty! 

 

 

 

AHS has also been a regular supporter of the Discovery 
Days at UNE. This is the primary school version of the Sc 
& Eng Challenge. This year 5 students from Year 11 – 
Zainab Alzuwaid, Noor Hussain, Maryam Algaleel, 
Carmen Lewis and Ebony O’Brien – were student mentors 
and group leaders at this event. The girls encouraged the 
primary school students in their challenges and helped 
run the activities, providing support to Dr David Lye and 
the organisers of the event. Well done girls! 

Amanda Garvey 
Head Teacher Science 

 

 

Year 8 Science 

8HA Science have been learning about the structure of 
the musculoskeletal system and received practical 
reinforcement of the theory by dissecting chicken wings. 

Tanya Williams 
Science teacher 
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HSIE/Languages 

2017 has started positively in the HSIE/Languages 
faculty with students enjoying the diverse learning 
opportunities on offer! Here are a few highlights: 
 
Ancient History 

Students are studying archaeology and science. We 
visited the Museum of Antiquities at UNE to view a large 
collection of ancient artefacts. We also paid a visit to 
Dixon Library to look at the ‘Hobbit’ (homo floresiensis) 
display. 
 
Dr Graham Knuckey who has been involved in Australian 
archeology since 1985 was a guest speaker to our year 
11 Ancient History class.   

 
Dr Knuckey provided concepts and ideas that really 
made our class think, for example, he posed the 
question: "Who owns the past?" which resulted in an 
animated discussion on the topic. Thank you once again 
Dr Knuckey for your time and the thought-provoking 
presentation. 
 
 
 
10CR HSIE 
Students have been learning about Changing Rights and 
Freedoms and the importance of the Declaration of 
Human Rights as it applies to people worldwide. We 
were very lucky to have a film showing at the Belgrave 
that fitted right in to this study. The class saw ‘Hidden 
Figures’, a film about African American female 
mathematicians who worked at the NASA during the 
Space Race. The film focuses on segregation laws and 
the challenges faced by women in the 1950’s and 
1960’s. 
 
Languages 
Year 7 French 
Students have been using an interactive language-
learning tool – Language Perfect. The online program 
helps build understanding of French vocabulary and 
grammar. It helps students develop their 
communication skills. They can even cheer each other 
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on, fostering a supportive learning environment! 
 
History Extension 
Students are working on major historical investigation 
projects. It was wonderful to have the opportunity to 
visit Dixson Library at UNE to look through the amazing 
collection of resources. Such an awesome facility on our 
doorstep! 
 
Student requirements 
To support effective teaching and learning in 
HSIE/Languages, students are required to come to 
school prepared to learn with all the necessary 
equipment. This means bringing a book, pens/pencils 
and, where appropriate, a digital device.  
 
Tamarra Cameron 
Head Teacher HSIE 

 

Primary Industry  

Friday before last, a group of Agriculture students 
attended the sheep judging at the Armidale show. A large 
group of students competed with Kylie Tanner, Deekshika 
Elango (5th place) and Tegan Skaines (4th place) reaching 
the finals. Our students received special praise for their 
excellent manners on the day.  
 
Congratulations to all our wonderful students. It is a 
pleasure to take you on excursion.   
 
Mrs Bec Smith 
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Year 12: Business Excursion 

In an effort to provide an advantage for Business students 
in their HSC, the class and the Legal Studies class visited 
Sydney for a case study excursion. In any given year for 
the HSC Business Studies exam, up to 50% of the exam is 
based on case studies and relating the theory learnt in 
class with business examples. The aim of the excursion is 
to visit unique businesses to gain valuable information 
the students can use, which will help them stand out in 
the exam. 

Tuesday was spent travelling in the safe and capable 
hands of Mr Polson though there were issues with touchy 

brakes with dinner at Chinatown. 😊 

On Wednesday, the first visit was to Sydney Aquarium 
and Australia Zoo in Darling Harbour whilst Mr Polson 
walked for what is now ‘18 hours’ to try to sort the bus 
parking issues! The visit to these attractions was to help 
conduct a competitive analysis for Tarongo Zoo which is 
a major focal point for the excursion (and to also keep 
Alex happy). That afternoon it was off to Allianz Stadium 
and Sydney Cricket Ground for an Operations lecture and 
tour in which the students could sit and watch a Sheffield 
Shield cricket match which made Kyah so excited as she 
is an avid sporting tragic. We then jumped back on the 
public transport to make our way to Circular Quay for a 
lecture on Operations and Human resources by Thunder 
Jet Boat 9.  We are still not sure if jack loved it or hated it 
(going off the video footage), followed by a jet boat ride 
on Sydney Harbour! That night, the class all attend a 
study session where the information gained is related 
directly to the syllabus.  

 
Dry – departing the wharf for the Jet Boat ride 

Thursday’s main goal was to place a Social Media ban on 
Phoebe. Oh, also the main activity for the day was a visit 
to Taronga Zoo where the students attended a Marketing 
lecture and had opportunity to see the different 
promotional and marketing activities of the zoo. This also 
enabled James to satisfy his condition of severe souvenir 
shopping.  

The backdrop for the Marketing lecture at Taronga Zoo – 
not a bad classroom! 

It was then time to jump aboard the ferry back to Circular 
Quay.  The students were informed that we were an hour 
and a half early for the next appointment and it would 
take about that to walk so that is what we would do! 
Needless to say, the reaction was not positive – which 
was just the reaction Mr Polson was looking for. 

After calming the disgruntled campers down and 
informing them it was a joke it was time for some ‘retail 
therapy’ for Mikky and Liana at Pitt St Mall and some 
lunch (Amber’s favourite pastime) before heading back to 
Allianz for a tour of the NRL museum, a meet and greet 
with Sydney Roosters great Anthony Minichiello and a 
tour of their facilities.   
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The group with Roosters great Anthony Minichiello and 
the Auckland Nines Trophy 
 

 
Outside Allianz Stadium 
 

 
On the field at Allianz stadium 

The night activity followed with our crew being guests of 
the Sydney Roosters for their match against the Bulldogs 
in which the NRL kindly supplied free tickets – a 
worthwhile deed for them as I am sure there are now 
some converted NRL fans that had never previously 
watched a match (I won’t mention any names Violet!). 
There were a couple of disappointed students however 
(Will and Tajo), but that is their own issue as they choose 
to support the Bulldogs who lost the match and they have 
yet to learn from their mistakes!  Ashley on the other 
hand left on top of the world, being a Roosters fan she 
was a winner and topped off with meeting one of her 
favourite players- all in the one night. 

Allianz Stadium tunnel heading towards the playing arena 

 
Roosters v Bulldogs NRL match 

It was then time to make our way back to the Hotel for 
the trip home the following day to stop to fulfil a boyhood 
passion of Mr Howey’s on the way… counting train 
carriages! 
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A great time was had by all on the trip! The students 
MUST be commended on their behaviour and were 
excellent ambassadors for the school – although there 
are a few fines outstanding still… Mikky? The excursion is 
an excellent tool to get the students to learn about 
business which happens outside the classroom, whilst 
having fun doing it, which can only help it sink in. They 
now have valuable tools for their HSC, it’s up to them now 
on how well they use them! Stay tuned for a Legal Studies 
report in the coming editions…. 

Tim Polson 
Careers Advisor/HSIE Teacher 

 

Notices 

 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Tuesday, 28th March 2017 

(One night only) 
 

AHS Library  

3.45pm-6.30pm 
Booking on-line at www.sobs.com.au 

 

1. Log onto www.sobs.com.au 
2. Click on Parent/Teacher Interviews Bookings 

icon. 
3. On left hand side click Staff/Parent Access 
4. Keyword Armidale then select Armidale High 

from list 
5. Click Parent Access on the left-hand side 
6. Enter your email address 
7. Enter name and contact number 
8. Enter student details 
9. Select book interviews by selecting your child’s 

teachers 
10. A screen will bring up all your child’s teachers 

with available times 
11. Select suitable available times. (scroll down for 

Tuesday) 
12. Print or email to yourself the designated times 

of interviews.  Alternatively write them down. 

 

• Interviews are of 5 minutes duration. Bookings 
should be at least 10 minutes apart. 

• The online booking will be made available on 
Monday 20th March and will close at 2pm 28th 
March 2017. 

• If you are unable to access the internet to make 
bookings, please have your child see their 
teachers who will allocate a time and write this 
down or email parents.  Alternatively contact 
your child’s Year Advisor on 67767466. 

 
If you have any concern regarding the booking process, 
please contact Mr Tim Vaughan (Head Teacher 
Administration) on 67767466. 

 

 
School Photos 

Tuesday, 4th April 2017 

 
 

More information sent home with students 

 
Uniforms 
School jackets are once again available from the school 
front office.  are now available again. Cost is $75 and 
available in sizes XS - XLG 
 

Sporting News 

Congratulations to the following students who made 
the New England Zone teams: 

 Netball:  Kearla Hoskins-Caldwell 

Soccer:  Armand Simba, Amber Burton 

Opens League:  Elijah Rasiga, Scotty McIntyre and Jake 
Smith 
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U/15’s League: Luke Pikton, Liam Whitehill and Ray Blair 

Hockey:  Rachelle Waters 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 
selected in the North-West Swimming Team 

❖ Nicholas BUGDEN 
❖ Bethany EICKHOFF 
❖ Esther EICKHOFF  
❖ Lachlan McLEOD  
❖ Amy PARTRIDGE  
❖ Lillian RIDGES  
❖ Jaiden STEVENS  
❖ Tyler STEVENS  
❖ Jesse STREETING (Record Broken)  
❖ Kael STREETING  
❖ Aiden WEBSTER  

 
A big thankyou to all the timekeepers and helpers that 
allowed the North-West Swimming Carnival to run 
successfully. 
 

 

 
Well done to Liam and Jacob Whitehill who have been 
selected in the U/15 North West Boys Touch team. 

 
The U/15 girls’ netball team had a close match against 
Duval in the first game of the knockout. The match was 
drawn at the end of the game and after extra time. The 
girls persevered and eventually won the match 36-34. 
The girls travel to Tamworth to play Oxley high in the 
next round.  

 

 

 

Armidale High has extensive sporting options for our 
students.  There really is something for everyone and all 
abilities and interests.   

 

Great fun at canoeing. 

One of the many sporting activities on offer at AHS. 

Peter Laffan 
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Taking a break during Recreational Walking for Sport 

Rebecca Lewis 

 

 

Staff on a Mission 

Michelle Wooldridge is 
taking part in Worlds 
Greatest Shave on 31st 
March at school.  In 
picture below, Debra and 
Michelle have “gone 
blue” to gain support and 

awareness for Michelle’s mission.  Please consider 
contributing to Michelle’s drive by going to the World’s 
Greatest Shave page and finding Michelle:  LINK or by 
making a donation directly to Michelle at the school. 

 

 

Jane Lovelock: On Friday 31 March, Ms Lovelock and a 
group of students are getting their head shaved or 
coloured and some are getting their legs waxed to raise 
money for the Cancer Council. 

 

Ms Lovelock began her journey raising money for the 
Cancer Council last July when she and her team mate 
were selected to participate in a car rally from Adelaide 
to Cairns in May-June this year. They will start in 
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Adelaide, traverse the Oodnadatta Track and the Plenty 
Highway, and end in Cairns in only 6 days. There’s one 
catch to this rally – the vehicle must be only 2-wheel 
drive and be worth under $1000. 

The vehicle is a 1996 Hyundai Excel, and it is currently 
being painted and local businesses who have supported 
us in the rally are having their stickers put on the car. 

Please help to support this cause by your child making a 
donation at school, or donating directly at 
https://shitboxrallyau-2017.everydayhero.com/au/4-
schizzle  

 

 

1962 – 1967 Reunion 

Armidale High School's "Wyndham Guinea Pigs" are 
holding their 5th reunion from 21-23 April this year.  
 

This is the first group of students who completed six 
years of high school instead of the five that those before 
us had. Our previous reunions were held in 1987, 1997, 
2007 and 2012 and they have all been well attended.  
 
This year we have ex-students returning from New 
Zealand, Perth and many points in between for our long 
weekend. A number of our teachers are also going to 
join us at the dinner on Saturday Night. Any ex-students 
who were at AHS when we were or who relate to our 
year in any way are welcome to attend. 
 
Our program is as follows: 
1962-67 50-55 Year Reunion Program 
Friday 21st April 
Golf – tee-off at 2.00 – contact Ron Starr 
Social evening at the Royal Hotel from 5.00 -10.00 
Dinner available at own cost.  
  
Saturday 22nd April 
6.00 Dinner at Bowling Club (Dumaresq St) - cost 
$50.00pp must be paid by April 8th  
  
Sunday 23rd April 
Brunch, Bowls and Jam Session from 10.00 – 12.30 at 
the Bowlo Cost - $10.00pp 
 
Please contact Carolyn Gadd at 
ahsreunion67@gmail.com for more information 
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HSC Minimum Standards from NSW Education Standards Authority (1 of 2 pages) 

https://www.facebook.com/ArmidaleHS/
https://twitter.com/ArmidaleHS
http://www.skoolbag.com.au/plugin/popup.php?skoolbagid=952&cat=5873


 

  
 

 

 

 
HSC Minimum Standards from NSW Education Standards Authority (2 of 2 pages)

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ArmidaleHS/
https://twitter.com/ArmidaleHS
http://www.skoolbag.com.au/plugin/popup.php?skoolbagid=952&cat=5873


 

  
 

 

 

Information received from NSW Education Standards Authority (1 of 3 pages) 
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Information received from NSW Education Standards Authority (2 of 3 pages) 
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Information received from NSW Education Standards Authority (3 of 3 pages) 

 

  

Valentine 
Mayhem 
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School holiday kids programs & 
workshops 

Looking for something to do with the kids which will 
be stimulating, creative and fun? 

These school holidays NERAM will be running a range of activities 
ranging from a live art and music concert with Simon Mellor (What 

Do They Do With All the Poo from all the Animals At the Zoo) and 
children's workshops across a range of ages  to a smartphone 
photography workshop with international photographer Simon Scott 
for older kids.  
 
Tuesday 11th April  

Creative Kids art workshop with Peta Moore (3-4 years) 
 
Tuesday 11 April  

Smartphone Photography Workshop with Simon Scott (12-17 years) 
 
Wednesday 12th April  

Concert – Simon Mellor from the Magic Electricity Box (7-12 years) 
 
Wednesday 12th April  

Creative Kids art workshop with Peta Moore (5-10 years) 
 
Thursday 13th April  

Creative Kids art workshop with Peta Moore (3-4 years) 

http://neram.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=284e6510ddb6ffebca0ff0b05&id=37a5d7c15e&e=c31fec1825
http://neram.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=284e6510ddb6ffebca0ff0b05&id=5fa495aa93&e=c31fec1825
http://neram.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=284e6510ddb6ffebca0ff0b05&id=7f58c2ad5f&e=c31fec1825
http://neram.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=284e6510ddb6ffebca0ff0b05&id=385aabdd53&e=c31fec1825
http://neram.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=284e6510ddb6ffebca0ff0b05&id=6e548d62df&e=c31fec1825


 

 

 
Wednesday 19th April  

Art, Music, Play Workshop – Simon Mellor from the Magic Electricity 
Box (7-12 years) 
Make sure that you book early as these activities will book up 
fast!! Bookings are essential for all activities – book online or at the 
Museum Shop at NERAM. 
 
Image: 

Kids activities at BIG Arty Barbie event for UNE International 
Students, March 2017.  
 

TERM 2 Art Classes  
In Term 2 we will be offering a new 
class inMark-making on Cloth with 
fabric artist Jan Clark for the first 
time. So sign up now to get creative 
with a great hands-on class looking 
at textile art and fabric design 
at NERAM with a leading local 
artist.  

 
Award winning artist and illustrator Jan 

Clark trained in natural history illustration as well as worked as a 
textile designer and printer. She has been involved in group 
exhibitions around Australia and overseas and her 
recent Insecta exhibition at NERAM (in 2016) was extremely 
popular. She also teaches regular workshops at Go Create! New 
England in Kentucky.  
 
Now is the time to enrol for our new Term 2 art classes!  The new 
term will commence on Tuesday 26 April with a range of classes for 
all ages and abilities. 
• Adventures in art: after school art class with Del Bernett 
• Mark-making on Cloth with Jan Clark 
• Drawing/Painting/Mixed Media with Kerry Gulliver 
• Advanced painting with Ross Laurie 
• Art for Adults with Del Bernett 
• Life drawing with Robyn Jackson  
For more details about each course visit our website.  
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